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How to use this folder for Object Study ʹ ϯ steps: 
 
ϭ) Complete Object Study as per ϱ aspects listed below (see graphic below) 

Ϯ) Explore the primary sources within folder as it relates to the selected object 

ϯ) Interrogate the selected object by using Further Questions (see back of page)  

 

Object Study 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

          ΎAdopted from E. McClung Fleming͕ “Artifact Study: A Proposed Model,” WinƚeƌƚhƵƌ Poƌƞolio ϵ (ϭϵϳϰ): ϭϱϯ-ϳ. 

History

Material

ConstructionDesign

Function

ϭ) History 
- When and where was it made? 
- By whom was it made? For whom was it made? 
- Why was it made? 

 
Ϯ) Material 

- What is it made out of? 
 

ϯ) Construction 
- What techniques were used to make it?  
- Is it made well? 
- How are its parts organized to bring about its function? 

 
ϰ) Design 

- What is its physical structure? What is its shape? 
- What is its size and weight? 
- What is its style? Is it ornamented? How? 
- What, if anything, does it represent or resemble? 
- Does it have writing on it? 

 
ϱ) Function 

- For what use was it originally intended? 
- How has it been used over time? 
- What marks of its use are evident? 
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Further Questions    Ύ Many of these questions follow Stage Ϯ: Four Meanings of an Artifact (Fleming) 
 
ϭ. Identify it: Has your research confirmed your original identification? 

Ϯ. Evaluate it: Rank its aesthetic and functional qualities, considering the material, texture, skill of craftsmanship, 

effectiveness of overall design, the expressiveness of its form, style and ornamentation. Compare it with other, 

similar objects and within the same time period. 

ϯ. Is this object listed in contemporary instrument catalogues? Are there other related instruments also available for 

purchase? If so, how do comparative instruments differ in design or suggested function? 

ϰ. What does its function reveal about the philosophy of medicine and health at the time? 

ϱ. What does its function reveal about the relationship between science and medicine? 

ϲ. What does the location of its use reveal about the role of the doctor and the role of the patient in health and 

medicine? 

ϳ. How might the status, values and meanings attached to a practitioner of medicine, or to a patient, be conveyed by 

the object? 

ϴ. How and why does the legitimacy of the object, or the perception of its utility, change over time? 

ϵ. What is the history of the patent information? Who created or designed the object? 

ϭϬ. How did the use and connotations of the objects, or others like them, change the practice of medicine? 

ϭϭ. How do the accompanying primary sources enhance your understanding of the object? What themes or issues are 

represented in these external sources that are not presented in the object? 

 
Key Themes to Consider: 
 

x The professionalization of dentistry 

x The relationship between dentistry and class 

x The transition from barber surgeons to dental surgeons 

 
Selected References for Further Research 
 

Adams, Tracey Lynn. A DenƟƐƚ and a Genƚleman͗ Gendeƌ and ƚhe RiƐe of DenƟƐƚƌǇ in Onƚaƌio͘ Toronto: University 
of Toronto Press, ϮϬϬϬ. 

 
Garant, Philias. The Long Climb͗ Fƌom BaƌbeƌͲSƵƌgeonƐ ƚo DocƚoƌƐ of Denƚal SƵƌgeƌǇ͘ Chicago: Quintessence 

Publishing Co., Inc. ϮϬϭϯ. 
 
Hosek, Lauren, Warner-Smith, Alanna L. Θ Watson, Cristina C. “The Body Politic and the Citizen’s Mouth: Oral 

Health and Dental Care in Nineteenth Century Manhattan,” HiƐƚoƌical AƌchaeologǇ ϱϰ, ϭ (ϮϬϮϬ): ϭϯϴ-
ϭϱϵ. 

 
Kenny, David J. Θ McKellar, Shelley. TƌanƐfoƌming DenƟƐƚƌǇ͗ The RiƐe and Neaƌ DemiƐe of DenƟƐƚƌǇ aƚ WeƐƚeƌn 

UniǀeƌƐiƚǇ͘ Toronto: University of Toronto Press, ϮϬϮϮ. 
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Picard, Alyssa. Making ƚhe Ameƌican MoƵƚh͗ DenƟƐƚƐ and PƵblic Healƚh in ƚhe TǁenƟeƚh CenƚƵƌǇ͘ New Brunswick: 

Rutgers University Press, ϮϬϬϵ. 
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